FAMILY OF THE MONTH
Krause Columbias From Montana

Alberta and Al Krause with one of their Champion rams.

The story of Krause Columbias begins in 1962. To understand how, { must go back a little
ways. In 1952, Al, four children; Penny, Butch, Marjorie, Linda, and |, came to Lewistown
and Lower Spring Creek to live with my father and mother on 160 acres that was to be thelir

retirement place. We were to help with the ranch work and they would be free to travel. Tragedy .

struck less than two years later; my father was killed in a tractor accident and Al and | were
left to run the place. By that time, Al found his lifetime love, selling farm machinery, a career
that was to last until 1982.

For the first ten or twelve years, Penny would care for a string of milk cows and took care
of them until she graduated from high school. As time went by the children joined 4-H and
needed projects. So Butch traded his milk cows for Columbia sheep and we were hooked.
We raised bum lambs, bought a few registered Columbias and grade sheep. As the years
went by and the projects became more numerous, Butch and Marjorie had sheep and Pen-
ny and Linda had cows. When Penny and Butch graduated Linda and Marjorie took over,
but then came the day when Linda, the youngest, graduated from high school and | began
to sell each and every cow as they came fresh and at the end of the summer there were
only sheep on the ranch.

You see, | had been raised in town and knew nothing about ranching or taking care of

animals and | will admit to this day that | am afraid of cows and horses. | swear there were

Our flock of ewes with lambs.

cows that knew of my fear and went out of their way to remind me. So in 1960 | laid to rest
"“The Sheep and Cattle War” and we had a nice flock of 100 ewes, mostly registered Co-
lumblas.

Some of my fondest memories are of attending the many shows, fairs and sales with the
children and showing the sheep. They were all good at fitting and showing and | was the
ugofor"l g

In the past 16 years we have tried to build a flock from the best breeding in the west; |
mention just a few, Butler, Hargrove, Ryan, Niven, Bradford, Platts, Snow, Colorado State
University and Kelly. Upon this breeding of the ewe flock, we have, each year, purchased
the best possible rams and have kept their outstanding ewes. During these years we have
continued to show at fairs and major sales and have had our share of recognition for fleeces
and sheep. We have promoted the sheep industry wherever possible with fitting schools,
crafts, vests, and meat products. We have exported many ewes into Canada to start new
flocks as well as selling to many 4-H and FFA members in Montana and adjoining states.

And now It is with a catch in my throat, that | say we are reducing our flock of ewes so
that we can take a rest. The Columbias have been good to us and we have made so many
great friends. Our four children are established with their families as it should be. As long
as.we are able, we shall promote the Columbia breed and the sheep industry.

Alberta Krause
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Al Krause of Krause Colum-
bias, Lewistown, consigned a ram-
that gained an: average of .92

pound daily, best for the breed.
The high fleece index for Colum-
bias went to Dorothy Denecke of
Denecke Ranch Co., Manhattan.

Petersen Polypays of Sidney
took both trait index: honors for

Polypay rams, with one gaining

an average of .73 pound per day.
“Kott said the 180 rams averaged
a daily gain of .68 pound per day,
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year’s gain average——possxbly ,

because of a change in the per-
centages of breeds represented.

The average wool gains on a
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4.64 inches of staple length:
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Sale.
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1993 Hall of Fame Recipients

Al and Alberta Krause

The Krauses were introduced to Columbia sheep in about
1962 when their son Butch started a 4-H and FFA sheep
project with a small herd of mostly Earl Butler breeding. A
couple of vears later the flock increased considerably in
size when they visited the Hargrove's intending to purchase
a new ram, but instead came home with Claude's ewes. The
Krauses were now a little more into the Columbia business.
But to be successful in the sheep business you need a good
ram. This brings us“to "Snowball®, the most memorable of
their stud rams. Named for the Snow breeding he carried,
Snowball was purchased from Earl Butler at the Winter Fair
in Bozeman. Now they had a good ram, all they needed was a
way to haul him home. Well I1'11 bet vou didn't know that if
you. ‘take the back seat out of your car there is room for a
sheep back there and thats how Snowball got home.

In the 1970's after their son and daughters finished
school and moved away the Krauses continued raising and
showing Columbias. They attended and consigned to many
shows and sales in Montana and across the country including
the Montana Ram Sale, the Montana Columbia show and sale and
several tIlpS to the Nat10na1 Columbla show and sale..

351de fzom tendlng the1r own flock the Krauses helped
many 4-H and FFA members and new breesders get started in the
sheep business. They helped sustain the sheep show at the
local fair bringing sheep and wool to exhibit but always had
time to help a beginner. They showed kids how to fit, show
and judge sheep. They promoted sheep to the public not Just
" Columbias but the sheep industry as a whole. :

i Al and Alberta have sold all of their sheep and
retired from the sheep business. And tonight we would like
- to - show our. apprec1at10n for all they have done for the

‘Montana Columbia Sheep Breeders Association and the LColumbia
—breed by including them in the Hall of Fame. '
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< The Snowy Mountam Woo, .Pool has
“a tradition of honoring longtime sheep
producers who.are involved with the
. pool atits annual meeting. On the right
is Al Krause He and his wife- Alberta

sheep breeders. Also pictured is Don
McMillan who has served the Snowy 7
Mountain Wool Pool for many years '

~ lamb dmner for the banquet ‘mcl' din;
= racks of lamb : -




