


The pictures on the previous psge are of the Northwest Cormer
of our v2rd on the farm showing the two gramaries Dad built. If vou
loock closelv, vou ca2n see the cherrv tree in the hosg pasture. Remember
211 the cherries that diszppezred btefore cherrv-picking time? The

harvest was alwavs smaller then ¥Mom anticipated!

There is 2l1sc the little old smoke house thzt Dad m=de out of =
burned out log. He covered the top with a sheet of metal and the doeor
hung on lezther hingses. Tn later yezrs, when our family's needs for
cured me2t had ocutzrown this smoke house, D=d built 2 muck lzrser one
out of lumber, but the 0ld one w2s left for =z spsre, mavbe mostly for

2 sort of reminder of the "good old davs™,

The twe trees in the foreground (in the picture it looks zs thoush
there were onlv one) are the ones thzt our folks were afrzid might come
down next in th=t storm of December 14, 1924. They were closer to the

rouse znd were 2z reazl threat that dav,

Pictures 2 and 3 show what happened December 1i, 1924. Mom, in the
foreground in both pictures, is leaning against the brokem off end (part
of it) of the fallen tree., These trees were the last of a2 virgin
forest om our place. That is the omes in our yard and those larsge omes
on the big sand hill just west of the yard, Xarl Petersom and HSarrv zre
standing in what wes the doorwsv of the grsznarv and Brumo is up in the

fallen giant,

You can see how Dad "banked in™ the frame granary tec keep the

potztoes and casmmed gocds from freezing.



The log grznary was used for storing grain - spring and winter
whe=zt_ o2ts, rve znd bzrlev.. Here Dad 2lsc prepared his seed zrzin Oy
blowins the weed seeds out of it with 3 hand-powered blower. It was a
sort of Tom Sawyver dezl. Dad m=2de it interesting., Everyone wanted to
turn the crarnk to the big blower - AT FIAST, I have a feelimg Dad did
most of the cranking himself., Dad z2lso dipped the seed gzraim in some
¥ind of solution to prevent smut and rust in the zrowinsz plamts, dis-

ezses that could rzise havoc with the yield per zcre or destroy the

tire crop once it got started. We kids zlwavs loved to chew om kXermels

i

f wheat or rve, This worried Dad =t seeding ti for fezr w='d gze:

8]

ome of the dioped seed.

The frazme btuilding h2d gzrzin steorzze bins tow=zrd the back zmdi the
front pert was used 2s = bunk house where the hired men hzd their cusrters
until D=d built 2 special little bunk house. The undermeath part was
used for =z cell=zr for storinz potztoes and vegetzbles, Here we spent
manvy hours helving Dad sort potatoes for market and in the spring they
were cut for seed. Imn this dark, cool "dunceon™ Mama also stored
hundreds of cuarts of camned fruits and vegetables, &ind here she kept
her barrels and crocks of dill pickles and sauerkraut. Did yvyou ever have
the good fortume to be sent to the cellar to get some of these goodies”
Cettins szuerkraut meant removing the stone that weighted dowm the woodem
disc that kept the krzut packed im its own juice. Nothingz ever tssted
tetter than 2 pinch or two, or mavbe three or four of this delicious,
driopine, home-made vroduct. The barrels amnd crocks of dill pickles
never l=sted lonz. We kids would z2lwavs ezt 2n extrz one while getting
z bowl full for supver. PFut Mama had anticipated such shortaszes - she
h=d dozens of two-cuart jars full eof dills, sweet, bread-znd-butter, amd
mustard pickles on the shelves in meat rows., There was no rumnins te
the srocery store for this or that. About the omly things that had to be

bought in the line of food were flour, sugar and ocatmeal. imnd that



w2s usuzllvy bouzht once 2 yesr - imn the fall, severzl mmdred poumds
of each of sugzr and flour. OCOh, ves, so2p]! Dad wouldn't let Mama
make soap. He considered it tec dangerous am operztiom with sc many
little ones z2round. Seap was sold in woodem boxes of 25 er 50 1bs.

It w=s cut into bars but not wrapped.

Friends =znd relatives often stopped in to spend Sumnday aftermoons
st our house. Here, in the first picture, Uncle Alfred Flatt is
chatting with Mr. R1fons Agather Sr. and Theodere Frederick, (back to
camerz) and Alfred P. Krzuse are visiting with 2 third persom - preobzbly

our Dad. That's the way it looked before the Storm.
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