


THS STORM

by Certz (Erazuse) Botchek

I never see = Christmas cactus but what I think of the territl

electric storm that hit on the 1%th of December - must have been 1921

or 22. I wzs either 2 or 9 at the time., Remember when the huse pine
tree fell over the full granarv 2nd the top landed right by the kitchen
door®? Mom znd Dad must reallv have had some anxious hours expecting the
other trees to fzll, the cne that was even closer and leaning towards
the house, {There were six huze primitive pine trees in cur vard - three
north 2nd westerlvy of the house =2nd three south znd westerlv.) The trees

th=t h2d come down wzs the farthest north of the house, the other two

h

trees on the north side were in direct line with the house znd the sterm

et

wz2s from the northwest. Thevy decided mnot to risk stavimgz, so we =1
btundled up 2nd wzlked over to Uncle Alfred's (Flatt's) house a distamce
of 2bout three fourths mile. We had te face the strong wind and blowing
snow, 2nd by the time T got there my Lands were white with frost even
in mv mittens., I w2s so cold I broke the lock off of their door tryving
to get in. I didn't even give them time to open their door. 2 short
distance btehind me wzs Carl Peterson pulling Erma and il1fred by their
arms. The rest of vou kids and Mom and Dad made it too. We staved st
UTncle 21fred's all that dav expecting the storm to die dowm but it didm"t
se the men hitched up a team of horses and with the sleigh weat te our
house to zet some food and bedding. The tisgrgest relief w=s to see the
house still standing 2nd the huge trees roots were still holdins. That
night only the gzrown ups slest in bteds. We youngsters thousht it was
srezt sleeping on the ficor. The storm continued all the mext day and
we had to stav for the second night., We kids didn't mind, it was Fust
two cavs we didn't hsve to sort beamns. Bad weather was ne fun umtil the
cuotza of beans w=s met, then we could go out coastiﬁg. That dav Harry

had just come in the house from the red gramarv with 2 half a sumny



sack of beans to clean when the tree fell risght behind him., I guess
these sort of things happen to prove to us that there is Someomne
watching over us. Mamz must have had a2 constant praver in her heart,
and the Lord spared 211 of us and the home our folks had worked so hard

te tuild and maintain.

The third dav the men went back to our place to warm the house and
see that evervthing was alrizht., The Christmas cactus znd all of Mama's
bezutiful plants looked lovely until they thawed out, then, of course,
thev hung like rzgs 2round the sides of the pots. We all felt bzadly but
at the same time were thankful it was only plants we lost znd not ome

of us. This is why 2 Christasass cactus has 2 specizl siznificsnce for

I don't believe Hamna was with us at the time., If I remember
right she was becoming a2 woman of the world, soing to hizh school im

the big city of XKalispell, Montama,

I'd like to add 2 little postscript to Gerta's story on "The Stor=™.
I found 2 picture of that disastrous storm with 2 notaztion in Mom's
hendwriting, "Sturm, Dezember 14, 192L." It was an electrical blizzard -
in perts of the storm, srez people could not coock on their woodem ramges,
sparks of electricity flashed a2nd danced on the tops of the stoves,
Temper=tures dropved inm the neighborhecod of 20° in 24 hours. It had
been warm 2nd rzining Sunday evening when Dad took me teo town where I
was staving with Walt a2nd Clarz Krzuse during my jumior year.. The next
dav Walt came to the school z2bout 1 ¢'clock to tzke me home ome mile
agzinst the wind. The drifts were already so deep Walt had to stomp

out 2 path for us. No car traffic whatsoever. 2And the temperzture

m

dropping fast. Also, just the day before, Sundav evening, Dzd had tzkem
Czrl Peterson out toc the fara with him, Remember! He hzad come, via
N

Crezt Northerm rods, to Kalispell the day before with irt Schultze, =



nephew of Walts. Carl, 12, an orphan, had nc place teo zo amnd you
inow how Mom a2nd Dad were, always ready to lemnd 2 helping hand to

anvone that needed it. Carl was coriginally from Wisconsin amd this

w=s his introducticn to Montzana,
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